Differentiated Instruction

You may hotice that at times the students in this Classroom are hot
doing the same homework or Class work. Students may have homework
that is labeled ‘Challenge Math’ or ‘Challenge Spelling’; or they may have
several choices for 3 book report Or Class project. Responding to the
individual differences among students is a hallmark of differentiated
instruction.

What is differentiated instruction? Jt is instruction that is based
oh the fact that students are most excited and engaged when
Curriculum is modified ih response to students’ Varied readiness levels,
interests, and learning profiles.

How does differentiated instruction take place in the Classroom?
With each new [esson Or unit of study students Will be assessed to see if
they have already mastered the sKill or standard being addressed. If
mastery is demonstrated, they Will receive an ‘A’ for that uhit of study
ahd will then be given assighments that are rich in ‘depth’ or ‘Complexity’,
Or ‘aCCelerated’ to refleCt hew learhing. Remember, students will hot
always receive differentiated instruction in every uhit of study or in
every subject. Modifications are based oh what they already have
mastered for that partiCular Chapter, |esson, Or standard.

What exactly does this meah for students ih the Classroom?
Students may take a spelling pretest and those who show mastery will be
given an alternative list Of ‘Challenge’ spelling words. The homework
assighments for that week might require that students use more complex
spelling sKills, or practiCe more in-depth thinking thah the original spelling
homework. In Class all students will partiCipate in the grammar activities;
however, onh Friday they will be tested on the ‘Challenge’ list. In math,
those students demonstrating mastery Of the content Of g Chapter about
t0 be taught will be ‘aCCelerated’ (sometimes Called ‘Compacting’) into the
hext Chapter or they may work oh more advanced skKills in the same sKill
area. They will meet with the teacher, along with other students working
at the same level, each day for instruction. These students will have
differentiated Class work and ‘Challenge’ homework. At the end Of a uhit
students receiving differentiated instruction will be assessed on the
content of what they have learned. For @ book report, students who read



above grade |level may be asked t0 Choose from a ‘menhu’ Of assigshments
that require more depth of uhderstanding in reading Comprehension.
These are just a few Of many examples of differentiated instruction in
the Classroom.

Does this meah advanced students will have more work to do? No.
Adjustments should be qualitative inh hature, rather thanh quantitative.
The g0al of differentiated instruCtion is t0 meet students at their
aCademic level and keep them Challenged and excited about learning by
Offering them instruction that keeps them actively engaged in what they
are studying.

Is differentiated instrucCtion only for the advanced learhers? NO.
All students will be given the opportuhity to partiCipate ih more
Challenging activities if they demonstrate mastery of the content of the
unit. A student may have ‘Challenge’ spelling but not ‘Challenge’ math.
They may be doing accelerated math but need extra help in reading
comprehension or fluency. Differentiated instruction also applies to
students who need a bit more individual help from the teacher in an area
Of need. The Ccurriculum Can be differentiated to allow students who
need to spend more time On a given area Of study to do so. The idea is to
tailor the Classroom experience to meet the individual heeds of all
students.

If you have any questions or would like to |earn more about
differentiated instruction please fee| free to contaCt me.
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